
~ ~’l~ xecutive Summar~ ~//~//~

a. Water Hyacinth Ed£cation Program

~ Applicant: B~ ~. Yo~g, Sacr~ento Regional Co~ S~itation Dis~ct

b. Project Desc~ption and P~ma~ Biologica~colo~cai Objectives
~e Stone L~es water hyacin~ con~ol effoa is ~ ongoing project intended to eradicate water

hyacinth ~om the Stone L~es Brain (SLB) ~d prevent ~e exp~sion of ~s des~ctive weed. ~e
~Stone L~es Water Hyacin~ Con=ol Group (SL~CG), comprised ofgove~ent agencies, l~d
o~ers ~d local businesses, operated ~om 1996 to 1998 ~ou~ Sacr~ento Co~ emergency ~ds
~d con~butions ~om ~oup members. ~ile SL~CG effoas have subs~ti~ly reduced hyacinth
¯ e B~in, ~despread con=ol ~oughout ~e Delta c~ o~y occ~ by ~o~ing ~e public of ~e
deletefio~ effec~ of ~e involve pl~t, ~d e~l~g for public action to ceme Se spread of ~e pl~t.
~e Sacr~ento Re~on~ Co~ S~tation, Dis~ct (SRCSD) is now seeing C~FED ~ding for
education~ progr~, w~ch ~e Dis~ct ~tends to lead on beh~f of ~e SL~CG.

~e hyacin~ now occupying SLB ~d o~er Delta ~but~es is spread~g at ~ al~ing rate.
However. SL~CG education ~d public ou=each effom, combined wi~ a comprehensive con=ol
pro~. aims to reduce ~e ~spom ofhyacin~ ~ou~out ~e region, ~d eradicate water hyac~ in
SLB. ~er ~e competitive, dense hyacinth is removed, ecologic~ly essenfi~ native plum upon w~ch

.... m~y:org~~s depend~ ~e~,.:~d, oxygen ’levels ~II subs~ti~ly inc~e. ~e pro~ ~s to
exp~d habitat, md ~creme food reso~ces (e.g., inve~ebrates) for fll Delta fish species ~d ~ato~
bkds. ~e SL~CG pro~ ~II cominue to prevem ~e exp~ion of~s f~t-~o~g pl~t into
habim~ of concern ~cluding ins~e~ aquatic ~d shaded fiyefine aq~fic w~ch ~e in ~ger of being
ecologic~ly ~aged ~d even~lly lost due to ~e ~gh siltation rates ca~ed by ~s pl~t.

~ . Approae~as~ISehedule
Members of ~e loc~ co~~, who ~e ~aw~e of ~e des~ctive po~emi~ of hyac~, o~en

inadve~emly spread ~e pl~t. Hyacin~ ~spo~ ca~es ~e cominu0~ spread of~e pl~t, md ~e re-
~esmtion of ~e~ where eradication hm flready occ~ed. Once ~e public is i~o~ed, con~ol effo~s
~II be more effective.

As soon ~ ~dsme av~lable, SL~CG ~II develop a color flyer w~ch will describe ~e
deletefio~ effects of hyacin~, offer advice on prevention of i~ dispersfl, md presem photos md

’. iden~.fieation, ch~cte~ies. ~eflyer ~II be. b~ed on a tempor~ flyer developed by SL~CG
(Appendix A). ~Ou~out Sac~ento Co,W, b~t shops, m~, boat stores md aq~tic pl~t
reelers ~ve pledged ~ek ~i~ce ~ dispeming ~e flyer. ~e U.S. Fish md Wildlife Sewice
(USFWS) ~d ~e SRCSD ~II present displays ~d matefifls at weekend to~ md ~ public even~
at ~e Stone L~es National Wildlife Re~ge (SLN~). SRCSD ~II host a "Water Hyac~ Me~" web
page w~ch will feaze i~o~afion simil~ to ~at con~ed ~ ~e flyer.

Most local n~sefies still sell water hyac~ for ~e ~ ponds.~ ~e pl~t q~c~y out~ows a
pond enviro~em, md some pond o~ers, ~awme ~at ~e plmt is des~ctive, d~p ~e p[m~ ~ loc~
wate~ays. SL~CG members ~ll meet ~ n~ew o~ers to discuss ~e effects ofhyac~ on ~e
na~al wate~ays, md enco~ge ~em to eider cede ~e sale of~e pl~ts or i~o~ buye~ of~e
of ~proper dispose.
d. Jus~eafion for Project and Fund~g by C~FED

Prior to 19~, approximately 35% of~e Stone L~es B~in’s water s~ace w~ covered
hyacin~. In 1996, SL~CG ffeated five l~ge ma~ w~ch covered approximately 50 acres of~e
Sou~em Pacific Bo~ow Ch~eh ~e mats ~e now completely dissolved md plmt densi~ adjacent to

~ e b~s h~ been signific~tly decre~ed. [t is now app~ent ~at’a potential exis~ for ~e complete
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Or’hyacinth in the SLB. Last year the Department or" Boating and Waterways (DBW) treated
17.000 acres of water hyacinth throughout the Delta. However, eradication cannot be completed without
the cooperation or" the community. If the public is not intbrmed of the danger of hyacinth the plant will
continue to be spread throughout the Delta.
e. Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts
Budget costs: The SRCSD is requesting $9,600 from the CALFED program. This amount accounts for
SRCSD’s cost to run a three-year education program which includes l) development, printing’and
distribution of tlyers, 2) correspondence with local nursery owners, and 3) monitoring and reporting.
Other components of the education program for which CALFED funding is not being sought, including
the web page and event displays, will be supported by SRCSD. Other participants of the SLWHCG
have volunteered to supplement the SRCSD public outreach efforts by distributing flyers.
Third Party Impacts: Since this program consists of education and voluntary, action, no third party
impacts are foreseen.                ,
f. Applicant Qualifications

The SRCSD applicant, Bryan J. Young, is a licensed Pest Control Advisor and State Certified
Applicator for aquatic situations. He has supervised a successful SRCSD water hyacinth eradication
program, developed numerous integrated pest management programs for other noxious weeds, and
acted as the SLWHCG project coordinator for over two seasons.

. ~Other members of the SLWHCG have special qualifications and experience related to hyacinth
control. The majority of the program’s activities will be performed by SRCSD employe, es working
under the applicant’s supervision. These employees have been actively educating ’~isitors to SLNWR
by familiarizing visitors with the plant, explaining its effects on the Delta, and demonstrating how its
transport may be avoided. SRCSD staff created a display booth and temporary flyer for annual
SLNWR events. SRCSD employees have performed extensive research on water hyacinth, and
examined public outreach programs in other states where government agencies are battling hyacinth.
g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Success of the education program will include an evaluation of 1) the number of waterway
users contacted, either directly through tours and display booths, or indirectly through flyers, and 2) the
degree of approbation of nursery owners. "All activities will be summarized and distributed to the
funding agency and SLWHCG members for review and comments.
h. Local Support/Coordination with other Programs/Compatibility with CALFED Objectives

. ,:The SL~CG:in~:ludes representatives of.government agencies, local businesses and private
landowners who are concerned with problems of hyacinth in Delta waters. SLWHCG efforts are
coordinated with those of DBW which is attempting to control hyacinth in water bodies throughout the
Delta region. Local support for the project is. widespread, with land owners, agencies, and local
businesses having much to gain from the eradication of this destructive weed. Letters of support are
included in Appendix B. Local marinas, boat shops, and aquatic plant nurseries have volunteered to
dispense educational materials. SRCSD staff have already started to compile a list of those in the
business community who are willing to participate (Appendix C). These education efforts will be
coordinated with those of DBW. DBW sends a "Boater Alert" flyer with every boater registration.

The hyacinth eradication program meets CALFED goals by promoting public action to preserve
the aquatic environment. Hyacinth may always exist within the waters of the Delta system; therefore, a
standardized long-term education/eradication policy is an essential component of the CALFED
program. [n the Ecosystem Restoration Project Plan (ERPP), Vol. [I. CALFED designated control of
water hyacinth as a priority for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Ecological Zone (page 59-60). The

l[~
control of water hyacinth in the Stone Lakes-Snodgrass Slough:Lower Cosumnes/Mokelumne complex
was designated as part bt~ the vision for the North Delta Ecological Unit (page 28).
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